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Balfour and Lansdowne, for their part no less anxious than
Asquith to smooth the path of the new occupant of the
throne, readily agreed.
The conference which followed met for the first time in
the Prime Minister's room in the House of Commons on
June iyth, and after that at intervals until the autumn*
The Government was represented by the Prime Minister,
Lloyd George, Lord Crewe, and Birrell; while the Con-
servatives present were Balfour, Lansdowne, Austen
Chamberlain, and Lord Cawdor. No public reports of
the proceedings were published; nor did many leakages
occur at the time. Few records of the conference have
come down to us: we have some notes left by Asquith,
a memorandum by Lansdowne, and sundry references
(most of them only from memory, and consequently none
too reliable) in the memoirs of some of the men who took
part. Throughout the six months occupied by the sittings
of the conference, the rank and file of both political Parties
were profoundly suspicious, fearing that their leaders were
contemplating the betrayal of some deep conviction in the
interest of compromise and peace, Asquith was probably
the most optimistic member of the conference. The Tory
leaders seem never to have regarded the proceedings as
much more than a means of putting off the evil day of
final conflict, while the new King was seating himself
comfortably in the saddle.
In the light of later events, perhaps the most interesting
thing discussed at the conference was the possibility of
forming a Coalition Government* Lloyd George was the
prime mover in this matter; and Balfour seems to hare
taken the suggestion perfectly seriously. Rumour, then
and later, averred that a definite project for the formation
forthwith of a Coalition Government, from which Asquith
was to be excluded, was discussed* It is possible to give